iSo             CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART

COXRAD  RETURNS  TO  TYRE

Those of the host were much dismayed;

The prudent leaders felt misgiving.

Though some of them kept on believing

That the marquis's word was good

And that he would send store of food                                  4)Iyo

Unto the host, to keep his oath.

But he departed, taking both

His armed contingent and his bride,

And though he was amply supplied

With food, whereof the host felt sore

And grievous need, he sent naught more

Save to those who had so degraded

Themselves that they his marriage aided.

:<L!KE  THE   HEROES  OF   OLD33

My lords, of Alexander's 2Z death,
Which had such parlous aftermath,                                          4>Ig0
Or of the mission of Balan,
Or the adventures of Tristan,
Or of Paris and Helen, those
Two who for love suffered such woes,
Or of Arthur of Brittany,
His deeds and his bold company,
Of Charlemagne, or of Pepin,
Of Agoland, or Guitedin,
Or of the songs of battles old
That jongleurs with delight have told,                                     4,i 9o
I cannot tell ye lie or truth
Or say if they be false or sooth 5
Nor can I find a man so wise
To tell if they be truth or lies.
But what so many saw, the things
23 The persons referred to in the following lines are all heroes of the romances and
epics and are put in by our author to show his familiarity with the contemporary pop-
ular literature. The Arthur of Brittany is, of course, King Arthur of the Round Table,
not Richard's nephew, Arthur Plantagenet.